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The Memorial to Captain Cook 
at Bustard Bay. 
I n April, 1924, the Courier published an account of 
the Discovery of Bustard Bay writ ten by the President of 
this Society, and in regard to the place where Cook 
landed it was stated : " There should not be much 
difficulty in identifying this spot, and it should be the pleas-
ing du ty of any reader of this who is familiar with Bustard 
Bay to furnish information on the point ." Mr. Frank Haly 
of Bundaberg, at once wrote saying t h a t he knew the 
locahty very well, bu t t ha t it was generally supposed there 
tha t Cook had landed at Agnes Water, and had named tha t 
place after his daughter. His statements led to a closer 
s tudy of the material available, and in the Courier of 24th 
May, 1924, reasons were given for adhering to the 
former opinion tha t the exact spot must be sought under 
Round Hill Head. 
This was followed by an invitation from Mr. Haly to 
visit Bustard Bay and follow the course taken by the 
Endeavour and her captain 154 years before. 
This was accepted with gxeat pleasure. I t was hoped 
tha t His Excellency, as Pa t ron of this Society, would be 
enabled to visit the spot and check observations, in com-
pany with the President and Mr. Hugh Macintosh. 
Nothing was done, however, at the time and a year 
elapsed before the President could find an opportunity 
of enjoying Mr. Haly 's hospitality. 
Mr. Haly and the President went by train to Lowmead, 
on 28th May, I92r), and were there met by Mr. A. L. Gaden, 
of Molangul, son of Mr. W. H. Gaden, one of the earliest 
explorers of the country between the Fitzroy. and thei 
Burdekin. Mr. Gaden took them by motor car across. 
Baffle CVeek to Taronne, where they were welcomed by! 
Mr. and Mrs. P . L. Elliot and their son, Mr. Philip Elliot, 
of Captain's Creek. Mrs. P . L. Elliot is a daughter of the late 
Mr. A. P . Barton of Moolboomanan and Mon Repos, one of 
the pioneers of the country noj-th of the Bxirnett. -Leaving 
Taronne with Mr. P . L. Elliott and Mr. Philip Elliot, t he^ 
left t he Gwynne Range behind them and passed under the 
Dome and Mount Dromedary to Oyster Creek, a t r ibutary 
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of Baffle Creek. Crossing Oyster Creek and its tributary. 
Captain's Creek, through open forest country with patches 
of scrub along the creeks, they reached an open plain at 
Maroolingar, and Round Hill came in sight, clothed with 
pine scrub. On the side of the hill a shoot could be seen 
•down which pine logs were shot to the lower ground. A 
serious accident happened there some time ago, and this 
led to the suspension of operations. 
The heads of Round Hill Creek were then reached 
and the track followed the eastern bank through scrub in 
which palms were seen. The sea at Bustard Bay came in 
view and the party skirted the inlet examined by Captain 
Cook until within about a mile and a-half of Round HiU 
Head. Here Mr. EUiot occupies some country on which he 
has built a hut some 50 yards from the shore, and a quarter 
of a mile from the bar at the mouth of the creek or inlet. 
The shore trended almost due north to Round Hill Head. 
Bustard Head bore a point or two west of north about 12 
miles off and the Ught house appeared to be on an island. 
This, indeed, is a fact, for it is cut off from Middle Island by 
Jenny Lind Creek, and Middle Island in turn is cut off from 
the mainland by Middle Creek and Pancake Creek, the 
Frying Pan Creek of Captain Heath. 
In the afternoon of the 28th, the party examined the 
locality and noted -with great interest the correctness of 
Cook's description of the inlet, which lay before them, and 
the western shore beyond it. They did not see the green 
ants nor the hairy caterpillars, but they found that the 
grass seeds were as bad as Banks' description had led 
them to expect. The two photographs here reproduced give 
an idea of the view up and down the inlet. 
They were astir early next morning, after a quiet night, 
during which the light at Bustard Head flashed at 
intervals into the Hut and a dingo prowled round, as his 
foot prints showed. A cast of the net in the inlet brought 
in their breakfast in the shape of a fine basket of mackerel, 
Mr. Gaden being a more expert fisherman than Lieutenant 
Gore, who only succeeded in tearing his net. 
After breakfast, they embarked in Mr. Elliot's motor 
launch and went over the bar. 
Keeping out from the shgre where the water waa shoal, 
the launch was taken round the Head, a mass of granite 
of peculiar formation, for running up the hill was a broad 
and grassy space entirely free from trees, locally known as 
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" Mrs. Cook's drive." Mr. Phil. Elliot managed to obtain 
two good photographs of the Head as they passed to the 
southward. The long stretch of beach between Round 
Hill Head and Agnes Water was plainly visible and the 
launch was soon on the track marked on Cook's chart as the 
course of the Endeavour, which showed soundings of 15 
fathoms off the coast at this spot. The launch then turned 
and followed tlic Endeavour's track until it reached the spot 
indicated by the bearings given by Cook as the anchorage of 
the Endeavour. 
It was a perfect day, clear and fine, so that Round Hill 
Head, the bottom of the bay into which Eurimbula Creek 
Mrs. Cook's Drive, Round Hill Head. 
falls, and Bustard Head were plainly seen. The Munro 
Range with a dark patch of pine scrub on its seaward side 
lay beyond the western shore. Here another photograph 
was taken and Cook's chart, log and journal were discussed 
•with a view to deciding as to the spot where Cook had 
landed from the pinnace a little within the head which lay 
two miles to the eastward. It was obvious that he did not 
land on the rocky head itself nor on the strip of shore 
immediately alongside it, as there was shoal water there. 
Just beyond this was the bar and the mouth of the creek. 
To that spot the launch was steered and a rocky point 
was reached. Mr. Elliot stated that recently the rocks-
were covered with sand. As the launch came to the place. 
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it seemed beyond doubt that this was the landing place of 
the great navigator. This was the entrance to the channel, 
6n the west lay the large spit of sand and the presence of 
palms drew attention to the small stream of fresh water 
which came down the hUl to the shore a few yards further in. 
The spot was well suited for a monument for which the 
granite rocks would furnish a good foundation,. As their 
eyes were fixed upon the place where the foot of the fjrst 
of their countryman had trod the soil of Queensland, there 
came to remembrance Captain Moresby's words as he stood 
on the summit of Lizard Island—" I do not think our 
country remembers as she should the debt of gratitude she 
owes to Cook, but I realised it to the full as I stood there 
and gazed on the scene of his labours." 
The launch then followed Cook's track up the lagoon. 
There, as he was, the launch was met everywhere by shoal 
water, but Mr. EUiot had a better idea of the shoals and so 
no difficulty was experienced. The party approached the 
western shore, but did not land. Returning to the mouth 
they passed close to a mass of hard black mud, fuU of crab 
holes. This, no doubt, was " the kind of iron ore on the 
sides of the banks " mentioned by Mr. PickersgUl in his 
journal. Out of it were taken some exceUent crabs. 
Pelicans, guUs, and terns were in great numbers and a pair 
of black swans seemed to know that the visitors would do 
them no harm. 
Returning to the channel, the fishing Unes were thrown 
out and very soon it was known why Lieut. Gore had torn 
his seine. The bottom was strewn -with boulders. From 
them, however, a number of rock cod were puUed up. No 
bustards were seen though it is said that on Eurimbula, 
of which the western shore is now part, there is a flock of 
plain turkeys called Cook's flock. 
There arose an interesting discussion as to the identity 
of the bustard. Some believed it to be a plain tin-key, 
others a megapode or scrub turkey, whUe others maintained 
that it was a jabiru. On this point the late Mr. Charles 
Hedley was consulted, and on his ad-sdce the point was 
referred to Mr. Tom Iredale of the Sydney Museum, who had 
no hesitation in saying that it was a plain t\u:key as he had 
seen in the British Museum a description of the bird by Dr. 
Solander, before it was eaten. 
This description has not been published and it is possible 
that there may be more material relating to Bustard Bay 
lyfng hi the presses of the British Museum. 
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On the President's return to Brisbane he reported his 
•conclusions to Sir Matthew Nathan, who kindly arranged that 
he should address the Royal Geographical Society of Aus-
tralasia, Queensland Branch, on Bustard Bay. This he 
did on 13th July, 1925, when he exhibited a number of 
slides from photographs taken on the spot. 
Dr. Cumbrae-Stewart said :— 
The 24th May, 1770, is the most notable date in the' 
history of Queensland, for on that day, on the bank of 
Round Hill Creek, the British first set foot on what is 
now Queensland soil.* 
On that day, Queensland history began. The Dutch 
it is true were in the Gulf of Carpentaria and Torres in the 
Strait which bears his name, in the opening decade of the 
17th century, and it is possible that Portuguese navigators 
preceded them, but there is no record of any landing, and 
nothing came of earlier discoveries. 
In the forenoon of that day the boats of H.M.S. 
Endeavour, Lieutenant James Cook, R.N., Commander, 
came ashore under Round Hill Head, the north-west point 
of Hervey's Bay and the south-east point of Bustard Bay.f 
The Endeavour was homeward bound from Botany 
Bay, which she had left eighteen days before on a northerly 
course up the coast. 
Cape Byron was reached at noon on 16th May, and 
named after Admiral Byron, gTandfather of the poet, and 
in the afternoon Mount Warning was seen. 
At 5 p.m., the reef which runs out from Fingal Head 
and Cook's Island was seen ahead, and the ship'.s comrse 
was altered to avoid it. She stood out to sea until S p.m., 
and hove to. Next morning, the current had carried her 
to the southward. Making sail, she approached the shore 
*This date and the other dates here given are the corroit civil time, 
and not those appearing in the log of the Endeavour. In accordance with 
the customs of the time, the correction for easting -was not made until 
the ship reached Batavia, when l l t h October was struck out. (See Wood, 
The Discovery of Australia, p. 413, Note 2 (by Frederick "Watson). 
The log.s of the Endeavour will be found in the Historical Records 
of New South Wale3, Vol. 1, Part 1, pages 33-298. 
tRound Hill Head, Lat. 24° 09' S., Long. 151° 55' K., is described in 
The Australia Pilot as being lfi5 feet high, and forming the bluff 
•termination of hills well covered with wood and grass, sloping from Round 
Hill, which is 900 feet high. Round Hill Cr(!ck is a shallow inlet, haH-a-
mile within the head. 
104 
and a t noon on the I7 th was about six miles out to sea 
off the Boat Passage, at the southern end of Stradbroke 
Island. This was Cook's first sight of what is now 
Queensland, but he was too far out to distinguish the 
features of the coast. 
By nightfall the ship had reached Cape Moreton, and 
continued her northern course until, at 5 p.m. on Monday, 
^ Is t May, she came round Breaksea Spit and entered 
Hervcy K Bay. Her course was then changed from north-
west to south-west. 
By 8 p.ni.. when the night watch came on deck, the-
wind which had been at S.S.E. fell to light airs, next to a 
Exlrenic point of Round Hill Head, Bustard Bay, 
Cook's anchorage about two miles from and in a direct line with 
end of point. 
calm, and the ship lay with her head to the south-west 
until the end of tho middle watch on the morning of Tues-
day, 22n(l May, in soundings of 23 fathoms. At 4 a.m., the 
ship was got under way. At daylight, land was seen tO" 
the south-cast. This was the northern par t of Great Sandy 
Island, the eastern shore of Hervey's Bay. 
At 8 a.m., land w as seen to the westward from the mast-
head. The lead gav(^ 21 fathoms, which as the ship con-
t inued on her course decreased hourly until noon, when she 
was in 13 fathoms. The lat i tude observed was 24° 28' 
south and the extreme of the land ahead lay from south by 
west to west north Avcst. Some smoke could be seen u p o n 
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it. The latitude of the town of Bundaberg is 24° 53' S., 
25 miles south of the ship's position at noon. As she had 
sailed at least 30 miles between noon and 4 p.m., she 
could easily have been seen from what is now Nielsen Point 
at Bundaberg. 
The south-westerly course was continued until 4 p.m., 
when she bore up about six miles from the shore in nine 
fathoms. 
For the next three hours her course was west of north 
along the shore, which is described in the log* kept by Mr. 
Pickersgill, master's mate, as " making low and woody 
with some hills in the country appearing fertile and 
pleasant."* 
The vessel during this time passed not very far from the 
mouths of the Burnett and Kolan Rivers, and of Baffle 
Creek. The most southerly of the hUls seen by Mr. Pickers-
,gill was the " Sloping Hummock " of Flinders, between 
Bundaberg and the sea. Mount Maria (1,100 feet) was 
also visible. The Gwynne Range (1,250 feet) lying just 
behind Taronne lay due west.. 
To the north of the Gwynne Range was the Dome 
(1,300 feet) and Mount Dromedary (1,409 feet). Near the 
coast to the north-west was Toowong Hill and beyond it 
the prominent sea mark, now known as Round Hill i900 
feet). 
At 7 p.m. the best bower was let go in eight fathoms, 
five miles from the shore. 
This was the first occasion upon which Cook had 
anchored since he had left Botany Bay. The night passed 
without incident, and at daylight next morning, Wednes-
day, 23rd May, the Endeavour weighed, and getting under 
sail, stood along the shore at a distance of two or three 
miles. Toowong Hill which is close to the shore was passed 
before noon, the soundings giving from 9 to 11 fathoms. 
At mid-day, the latitude observed was 24° 19' south. 
Round HiU was some five or six miles off to the north-
west. Off the long stretch of sand between Agnes Water 
;a.nd Round HiU Head, passed in the afternoon,, the lead 
igave 15 fathoms. 
Round Hill Head was soon abeam, and a large open 
bay was seen upon the farther side of it at 5^  p.m. Cook 
•Ibid. p. 3l8. 
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hauled up for this bay and at 6 p.m. passed round what Mr. 
Pickersgill called a " bluff head." The yawl was hoisted 
out from the yard, for there were no davitts in those days, 
and sent on ahead to sound for an anchoring place in charge 
of a master's mate. I t was not until 8 p.m. that the opera-
tion of anchoring was finished, and the Endeavour lay 
protected from all wind except from the north-east. The 
weather was fine and pleasant. What breeze there was 
came off the land from the south-west. 
The prospect of a run ashore next day may have been 
a disturbing factor, for the junior officers appear to have 
Icept things up during the night, and Mr Orton, the 
Captain's Secretary, came in for some rough treatment, 
with the result that two midshipmen, Messrs. Patrick 
Saunders and J. ^I. Matra, were disrated and sent forward. 
Matra was afterwards reinstated when the ship ran on the 
Round Hill Head. 
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reef near Cooktown, but Saunders disappeared altogether 
on the following Christmas Day when the ship was at 
Batavia. 
In his private log. Cook gives the position of the ship 
at anchor as foUows :—The north point bore N.W. | W. 
and the south point E. | South. In his journal, he gives 
the distance from the south point (Round Hill Head) as 
two miles, the same distance as from the shore in the 
bottom of the Bay. In his official log, he gives the distance 
from the shore as one league. Mr. Forwood, the gunner, 
gives the distance from the shore as three miles. 
Mr. PickersgiU states in his log that Round Hill Head 
bore 6|° northward, that is between east-north-east and east 
by north, a low point (Bustard Head), N.N.W. two or three 
leagues, off shore three or four miles. 
By midnight, the tide was found to have ebbed three 
feet since 9 p.m. Slack water was reported at 3 a.m., 
when the tide had faUen another one and a-half feet. By 
4 a.m. on the 24th, the tide had flowed 10 inches. At day-
light there was a fresh breeze from the south and fair 
weather. The cable was veered to about two-thirds. The 
boats were hoisted out and the pinnace sent to sound the 
bay which was found to be very shoal and full of reefs, 
with a lagoon at the head. 
At 9 a.m. the captain in the pinnace, with Mr. Joseph 
Banks and Dr. Solander, left the ship for the shore accom-
panied by the yawl in charge of Mr. Gore, the 2nd Lieu-
tenant, f 
Captain Cook in his journal says :—" We landed a 
little within the south point of the Bay where there is a 
channel leading into a large lagoon. 
" The first thing that I did was to sound and examine 
the channel, in which I found three fathoms, until I got 
about a mile up it, where I met with a shoal whereon was 
little more than one fathom; being over this, I had three 
fathoms again. 
" The entrance to this channel was close to the south 
point of this Bay, being formed on the east by the shore, 
and on the west by a large spit of sand. I t is about a quarter 
•fLieutenant Gore was the grandfather of Graham Gore, Lieutenant 
of H.M.S. Beagle, when that ship was engaged on the survey of the Aus-
tralian coast. He was 1st Lieutenant of H.M.S. Erebui in .Sir John 
Franklin's Arctic Expedition, and perished with the expedition in 1848. 
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of a mile broad and lies in south by west. Here is room for 
a few ships to lay very secure and a smaU stream of fresh 
water. After this I made a little excursion in the woods 
while some hands made three or four hauls with the seine,, 
b u t caught not above a dozen small fish." 
Captain Cook had come ashore on the top of the flood 
and it would seem t h a t he was engaged about the channel 
unti l 3 p.m., when the t ide began to flow again and he 
embarked in the boat in order to row up the lagoon. In 
this, however, he was hindered by meeting everywhere with 
shoal water. 
A good deal of smoke was seen on the west side of the 
lagoon. The places from which the smoke arose were all 
too far off for them to go by land except one. This one was 
visited. Ten small fires were found in a very small compass 
with some cockle shells beside them, but the people were 
gone. 
On the windward or south side of one of the fires was 
stuck up a little bark about a foot and a-haU long, and 
some few pieces lay about in other places. These they con-
cluded were all the covering they had in the night, " a n d 
many of them, I firmly believe," says Captain Cook, " h a v e 
not this, bu t naked as they are, sleep in the open air. 
Tupia observed t h a t they were ' t a a t a enos,' t ha t is, bad 
or poor people." 
Cook's opinion of the place was unfavourable. He 
thought it visibly worse t han Botany Bay, the soil dry 
and sandy, and the woods free from underwood of any 
kind. The trees were the same sort as a t " Botany Har-
bour," with a few other sorts. Having no axe with him he-
could not cut down any of the trees. 
The most, numerous, he says, grew something like 
birch, the bark at first sight looking like birch bark, but 
on examination it was found to be very different. Here 
for the first t ime during the voyage the mangrove, such 
as is found in the West Indies, and a sort of palm tree such 
as grows on low, barren, sandy places in the South Sea 
Islands, were seen. Plenty of smaU oysters were sticking, 
to the rocks, stones and mangrove trees. There were also 
mussels, pearl oysters and cockles. The land and waterfowl 
were all or most of the same sort seen a t Botany Harbour. 
Besides these. Cook says, " We saw some bustards, such as 
we have in England, one of which we killed t h a t weighed 
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17| pounds, which occasioned my giving this place the name 
of Bustard Bay." 
The perpendicular height of the tide was measured, 
a.nd found to be eight feet above low water mark. From the 
time of low water that day it was found that it must be 
high water at the full and change of the moon at eight 
o'clock. Cook noted in his log that he returned to the ship 
at 6 p.m., so that he was ashore for about eight hours. 
The vessel lay at the anchorage all night and at 5 a.m'. 
..she weighed and made saU to the northward. Two hours 
later she passed the rocks lying off the north head and left 
Bustard Bay behind. 
WWiiimii 
Agnes Water. Round Hill can be seen on right. 
SIR JOSEPH BANKS' ACCOUNT. 
Sir Joseph Banks, in his Jom-nal, says that in the course 
•of the night of the 23rd May, the tide rose very considerably. 
" We plainly saw," he says, " with our glasses that the land 
was covered with palm-nut trees, pandanus lectori us, which 
we had not seen since we left the islands within the 
tropics. 
"Along shore, we saw two men walking, who took no 
kind of notice of us. 
" 24th.—Wind blew fresh off the land, so cold that our 
•cloaks were very necessary on going ashore. 
"When we landed, however, the sun soon recovered its 
influence and made it sufficiently hot, in the afternoon it 
was intolerably so. 
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" We landed near the mouth of a large lagoon which ran 
a good way into the country, and sent out a strong tide. 
" Here we found a great variety of plants. Several, how-
ever, the same as those we had ourselves before seen in the 
islands between the tropics, and others known to the natives 
of the East Indies, a svu-e mark that we were on the point of 
leaving the southern temperate zone, and that for the future 
we must expect to meet the plants, some of which at least 
had been before seen by Europeans. 
" The soil in general was very sandy and dry; though it 
produced a large variety of plants, yet it was never covered 
with a thick verdure. 
'' Fresh water we saw none, but several swamps and 
bogs of saltwater. 
'' In these and upon the sides of the lagoons, grew many 
mangrove trees, in the branches of which were many nests 
of ants, of which one sort were quite green. These, when 
the branches were disturbed, came out in large numbers, 
and revenged themselves very sufficiently upon their dis-
turbers, biting more sharply than any I have felt in Europe. 
" The mangro'v'es 'had also another trap which most of 
us fell into. This was a small kind of caterpillar, green and 
beset with many hairs, numbers of which sat together upon 
the leaves ranged by the side of each other like soldiers 
drawn up, twenty or thirty perhaps on one leaf. If thejse 
wrathful militia were touched ever so gently they did not fail 
to make the person offending sensible of their anger, every 
hair on them stinging much as nettles do, but with a more 
acute though less lasting smart. 
" Upon the sides of the hUls were many of the trees 
yielding a gum like sanguis draconis. They differed, how-
ever from those seen on the 1st of May in ha^ving their 
leaves longer and hanging down like those of the weeping 
willow. Notwithstanding that, I believe that they were of 
the same species. There was, however, much less gum 
upon them. 
'' Only one tree that I saw had any contrary to all theory, 
which teaches that the better a climate is, the more gum 
exudes. 
"The same,obser\'ation, however, held good in the plant 
yielding tho yellow guih, of wMch, though we saw vast 
numbers, we did not sec any that showed signs of gum. 
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" On the shoals and sand banks near the shore of the 
bay, were many large birds, far larger than swans, which 
we judged to be pelicans ; but they were so shy that we 
could not get within gunshot of them. 
" On the shore were many birds ; one species of bustard 
of which we shot a single bird was as large as a good turkey. 
" The sea seemed to abound in fish, but, unfortunately, 
at the first haul we tore our seine to pieces. 
" On the mud banks under the mangrove trees were 
innumerable oysters, hammer oysters and many more 
sorts, among which were a large proportion of small pearl 
oysters. Whether the sea in deeper water might abound 
with as great a proportion of full grown ones, we had not an 
opportunity to examine, but if it did, a pearl fishery here 
must turn out to immense advantage. 
"25th.—At daybreak we went to sea. At dinner, we 
ate the bustard we shot yesterday. I t turned out an 
exceUent bird, far the best we all agreed that we had eaten 
since we left England, and as it weighed 15 pounds, our 
dinner was not only good but plentiful. 
" 27th.—On examining a fig -vvhich we found at our last 
going ashore, we found in the fruit a cynips sycomori. Linn., 
described by Hasselquist in his Iter Palestinum, a strong 
proof of the fact that figs must be impregnated by means of 
insects, though indeed that fact wanted not any additional 
proofs. 
•" 30tb.—We went ashore (at Thirsty Sound) and found 
several plants which we had not seen before, among thein, 
lujwever, were still more East Indian plants than in the last 
harbour. One kind of grass which we had also seen there 
was very troublesome to us. The sharp seeds were bearded 
backwards, and whenever they stuck into our clothes were 
by these beards, pushed for-^yard till they got into the flesh. 
" The gum trees were like those in the last bay." 
A number of the botanical specimens found at Bustard 
Bay are figured in " Brittens' Illustrations of the Botany 
of Captain Cook's Voyage," a copy of which is in the 
library of our Botanic Gardens. 
Mr. J. H. Maiden says that the mention of gum trees 
by Banks seems to be the first occasion in which the term 
was applied to eucalypts, and the name given by Banks 
has been universally adopted in Australia.* 
•Maiden—Sir Joseph Banks, p. 22 ndts. -
17. 
Mr. PICKERSGILL'S LOG. 
Mr. Pickersgill, one of the Master's mates of the 
Endeavour, noted in his journal an account of the pro-
-ceedings at Bustard Bay. 
He says :—" The bay was found to be very shoal and full 
of reefs, with a lagoon at .the head. The captain in the 
pinnace and the second Ueutenant in the yawl, at the 
head of the bay, saw several smokes inland. At 6 p.m. the 
boats returned. They found the head of the bay to be only 
a parcel of shoals and sand, the shore being everywhere 
•swampy and had a kind of iron ore on the sides of the banks. 
They found a great variety of different kind of shrubs, and 
The Lagoon. 
a small kind of sour apple which gro-ws on a tree like an 
apple tree. They likewise found a great many oysters, 
both of the common and pearl kind, and some latge shell 
fish called pan fish. They tried the seine, but got no fish. 
They saw no inhabitants, but came to fires where they had 
lately been, where they found the trail of a land animal, 
and saw dung like sheep dung, but larger ; they shot a duck 
-and a cockatoo, with some small birds, and one very large 
one weighing more than a common turkey. The head was 
very large with a sharp beak and red legs like a land fowl." 
Until the publication, in 1895, by Sir WiUiam Wharton^ 
of Cook's journal, and by Sir Joseph Hooker in 1896 of 
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Banks' journal, the only account of the first landing known 
to the world was that contained in Hawkesworth's; 
" Voyages." 
Hawkesworth had at his disposal both Cook's and 
Banks' journal.' His account does not vary from his 
authorities, but he added some details regarding the natives 
to the effect that the people left on board said -that while the 
shore party was in the woods about 20 of the natives came 
down to the beach abreast of the Endeavour, and having 
looked at her for some time went away. The blacks' camp 
which was visited, contained 10 small fires still burning with-
in a few paces of one another. Vessels of bark, supposed to 
have contained water, were seen, with shells and fish bones. 
The camp was in a thicket of close trees which afforded good 
shelter from the wind. The place appeared to be much 
trodden. 
FLINDERS IN HERVEY'S BAY. 
In August, 1799, Hervey's Bay was examined by 
Lieut. Matthew Flinders* in the sloop Norfolk. He was 
able to sail southwards beyond the islands now known as 
Big Woody and Little Woody. The latter he named 
'• Curlew Islet." Beyond these islands he was repulsed 
by shoals and steered N.N. west to complete the examina-
tion of the west side down to the coast seen by Captain Cook. 
On 7th August, at dayUght, he saw a sloping hummock, 
in latitude 24 degrees 50 minutes South bearirig West 16 
north. His distance off shore was one and a-half.miles. 
At 9 a.m. the water shoaled suddenly ahd obliged him to 
haul off to the north-east. The coast was seen extending 
west-north-west. 
Flinders was pressed for time and was forced to con-
clude his examination of Hervey's Bay at this point. He 
had succeeded in connecting his discoveries with those of 
Cook. 
He returned to Hervey's Bay three years later under 
conditions more favourable for examining the coast nortb 
of the mouth of the Burnett 
FLINDERS AT BUSTARD BAY. 
There does not appear to be any other -visit t a 
Bustard Bay on record until H.M. Survey Ships-
•Flinders; A Voyage to Terra Australis, 2 Vols., and .1 Vol. Maps,, 
etc., 1814. 
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Investigator, Captain Matthew Flinders, and Lady 
Nelson"^, Lieut. John Murray, -were at work on the 
Hydrographical Survey. At 10 a.m. on the morning of 
3rd August, 1802, the vessels were approaching Round HiU 
Head, and the Lady Nelson was desu-ed to keep in shore of the 
Investigator. Lieut. Murray accordingly did so. At 4 p.m. 
Bustard Bay bore W.N.W. three or four miles. As the 
Lady Nelson hauled round the Head a very large fire -was 
burning and numbers of natives -were seen. The Lady 
Nelson anchored before sundown and the Investigator 
then anchored about the same spot where the Endeavour 
had lain. The vessels left a t dayUght, but FUnders was 
able to correct Cook's observations of the latitude and longi-
tude of Round HUl Head and to note t ha t Cook's chart of 
the bay made the inlet or estuary of Round Hill Creek 
appear far larger t han it actually was, a mistake which did 
not disappear from maps until 60 years ago. The Investi-
gator had some difficulty in getting round Bustard Head 
a n d the rocks which lie off it. One of her boats got adrift 
and -was picked up by the Lady Nelson. 
THE "MERMAID." 
On 26th May, 1819, the Mermaid, in command of 
Lieut, (afterwards Admiral) P . P . Kingf, in the course of the 
survey of the Australian coast, passed Bustard Head 
about half a mile from the dry rock and discovered Rodd's 
Bay. He did not enter Bustard Bay so, as he says, he had 
nothing to offer in addition to the valuable information of 
'Cook and Flinders. 
THE " BRITOMART." 
In 1840, H.M.S. Britomart on her way to Sydney from 
Por t Essington, came into Hervey's Bay and anchored 
under Breaksea Spit. A monstrous shark was caught about 
20 feet long in which were found the bones of some very 
large animal, possibly those of a bullock t h a t had been 
carried out to sea by some current, though it is difficult to 
say whence the bullock came. There were a t t ha t time no 
•cattle nearer t han the Government herd on the Brisbane. 
THE "BEAGLE." 
On 20th June, 1841, H.M.S. Beagle, Captain Stokes, 
rounded the northern extremity of Breaksea Spit and 
*The log-books ot the Ladij Nelaon, Ida Lee, 1915. 
tCapt. P. P. King, R.N. Narrative of a Survey of the Inter-tropical 
and Western Coasts of Australia, 1818-1822. 
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steered west by north for Bustard Bay. Next day was 
bright and sunny, a happy change after several days of 
iihick rains and boisterous weather. 
" The remarkable featiures of this part of the coast," 
says Captain Stokes, " consisting of Round Hill, Peaked 
HUl and Mt. Larcom, stood out in bold relief against the 
pure blue of an Australian sky." 
Round Hill was seen from the Beagle's poop 35 mUes 
off. The ship does not appear to have approached any 
nearer to the coast, and changing her course she passed a 
coral patch nearly dry, to which Captain Stokes gave the 
name of Masthead Islet.* 
COLONEL BARNEY'S EXAMINATION. 
Bustard Bay was examined in the latter part of 1846 
by Colonel Barneyf, R.E., afterwards Surveyor General of 
New South Wales. Colonel Barney was a distinguished 
engineer officer who had served for some years in Aus-
traUa, when in 1846, he was appointed Superintendent 
of the Colony of North Australia, created by letters 
patent, issued by the Crown under an Imperial Act. The 
southern boundary of the new Colony was fixed as the 26th 
Parallel of South Latitude, and the seat of Government 
was left to be fixed by Colonel Barney. The steamer 
Cornubia was employed by Colonel Barney for his examin-
ation of the coast, and, on arrival off Breaksea Spit from 
Sydney, a course was steered for Rodd's Bay and from 
thence the steamer was taken to Bustard Bay. 
In his report to Sir Charles Fitzroy, Governor of New 
South Wales, Colonel- Barney said :— 
" Bustard Bay was found not to possess secure anchor-
age for vessels drawing more than five or six feet water. 
However, the inlets were examined as at Rodd's Bay and 
with similar want of success with reference to the discovery 
of a river. 
" Here a small party of natives were seen with whom 
Tve held communication without being able to obtain any 
account of a river. This party procured a limited supply of 
water from a hole scooped in the sand just above high 
water mark. 
•Discoveries in Australia by J. Lort Stokes, Commander (afterwards 
Admiral), R.N., Vol. 1, pp. 324-5. 
fFor an account of Colonel Barnej', see Ante Vol. 1, p. 352, North 
AuBtralia, 1846-7. He was a son of Joseph Barney, for whom see 
i).N.B., Vol. 1, p. 1182. • . 
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" The anchorage being insecure and the country not 
offering any advantages for a settlement, no time was lost 
in proceeding to Port Curtis." 
Colonel Barney fixed upon Port Curtis for the new 
settlement, and in January, 1847, he passed Bustard Bay 
in the Lord Auckland on his way to found the Colony of 
North Australia. 
Captain Perry, Deputy Surveyor General, and Mr. J. C. 
Burnett, Chief Siu:veyor at Brisbane, attempted to discover 
a route by land from Brisbane to the new settlement, but 
unsuccessful. Subsequent exploration by Burnett 
were 
The landing place. Round Hill Head in distance. 
led, in June, 1847, to the discovery of the river which 
bears his name, and the tracing of its course to its moutb 
in Hervey's Bay. 
This led to the occupation of the Burnett and its 
tributaries, followed by the proclamation of the Burnett 
Pastoral District, and by the founding of Gayndah, which 
became a Post 'Town in 1849. 
The first Crown Lands Commissioner for the Burnett 
was Maurice Charles O'Connell, afterwards Sir Maurice 
O'ConneU. ' 
Gin Gin was the furthest out station in the early fifties, 
when it was held by Alfred and Arthur Brown. Foster and 
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Blaxland took it up, but after Blaxland was kiUed by the 
blacks his partner went back to the more settled parts. 
A. P. Barton, of Moonboolaman, bought from the Browns 
the head of Gin Gin Creek and formed a station there. 
James Landsborough took up Monduran, but sold out to 
W. H. Walsh and his partner. Kolonga was held })v W. H. 
Holt. 
Molangul was held a few years later by Dr. Bingman, 
who, after 1860, gave place to W. H. Gaden. 
Baffle Creek was named after the Baffle Scrub, so called 
by W. H. Walsh, who also named MUton, on the Boyne, 
managed by Edward Mullet, after the Milton in Oxfordshire. 
Miriam Vale was discovered and named by Arthiu: 
Chauvel, after his sister. He took up Miriam Vale in 
j)artnership with a Mr. Tolson. Any one of the people 
whom I have mentioned may have been the first to 
approach Bustard Bay from the west or south, but so far, 
no record has been found of the first visit to Bustard Bay 
from the landward side. 
Port Curtis was proclaimed a District on 10th 
January, 1854. I t extended from the Dawes Range be-
tween the Kolan and Baffle Creek to Broadsound, and thus 
included all the country washed by the waters of Bustard 
Bay. The town of Gladstone was surveyed in 1854 
and Maurice O'Connell became Crown Lands Commissioner 
in the new district. 
The march of settlement had thus by the beginning 
of 1854 passed on beyond Bustard Bay. The route north-
wards to Gladstone in those days ran from Gayndah down 
the Burnett to Walla, held in the fifties by Livingstone, 
-and by him sold to John Barker, thence to Gin Gin, Mon-
duran and Kolonga. The Dawes Range was then crossed 
to Warroo on Granite Creek, a tributary of Baffle Creek. 
Warroo was occupied as early as 1855 by R. and F. Black-
man. Miriam Vale and Mt. Colosseum were then passed. 
The road ran round Rodd's Bay to Gladstone. Rodd's 
Bay was first occupied by the late Albert Norton in 1860. 
In his " Notes of Travel," published in the Proceedings of 
the Royal Society of Queensland, Vol. xix, 1906. Mr. Norton 
.gives an account of his first journey to Rodd's Bay, which 
took him withim 40 miles of Bustard Bay. 
After 1870, when Bundaberg began its career, the road 
thence to Miriam Vale crossed the Kolan Ri-ver and the 
Dawes Range and passed through Littabella and Totten-
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ham to Bottle Creek, a tributary of Baffle Creek, at the-
head of which was Rosedale Station (John Little). Thenbe 
it ran across Baffle Creek to Taunton Station and by way of 
Robertson's selections to Miriam Vale. 
Littabella belonged at one time to W. H. Walsh. 
Robertson's selections were on Baffle Creek, and Taunton, 
Tottenham and Uxbridge, on which Round Hill is situated, 
belonged to C. and G. Parbury, of Sydney. 
BUSTARD HEAD LIGHT. 
.The lighthouse at Bustard Head was constructed as 
a result of the report of the select committee on the 
Harbours and Rivers of the Colony, which sat in the year 
1864. Mr. Joseph Brady, who built the Enoggera Water 
Works, was at that time Engineer for Harbours and Rivers. 
Evidence was given before the committee by Captain 
Heath, R.N., and Captain Jeffreys, R.N. Captain Heath 
.made reference to the work of Captain Richards, H.M.S. 
Hecate, who had then recently been appointed Hydro-
grapher to the Navy, and it may be assumed that Richards' 
Point, the headland immediately to the north of Bustard 
Head, was named after him. Captain Heath mentioned 
that the Queensland Government paid a subsidy of £1,500' 
a year to the Admiralty in connection with the survey. 
Tenders were not called for the construction of the tower 
for the light until 1867, when a contract was let, and the 
work completed. 
Early in 1868,* Captain Heath weiit to Bustard Head 
in the Port Curtis pilot vessel, with nearly a year's supply 
of oil for the lighthouse, oil tanks, etc., and as many stores 
as the vessel could contain. Capt. Heath went over t^e 
Wide Bay Bar, picked tip the Clerk of Works at Woody 
Island, and then landed at Sandy Cape to inspect the-site 
of the lighthouse there. 
Lady EUiott Island was next visited, but Capt. 
Heath did not land. Standing in for the mainland, the 
light on Lady Elliott's Island could be just distinguished 
as it dipped beneath the horizon at a distance of 10 miles. 
On reaching Bustard Head the second day after 
leaving Lady ElUott's Island, the vessel was ta.ken into 
Frying Pan Creek, and anchored there. The oil and stores 
were landed, and the ligbtkeepers' and their belongings 
brought from.Gladstone. 
•Queensland Vptes and Proceedings, 18fi8-9, pp. 595-6." 
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On inspecting the lenses they were found to show 
more or less traces of injury, from being so long packed in 
tow end paper. The manufacturers (Messrs. Chance and 
Co.), of the dioptric lenses, proinised that in future all 
the packing material should be thoroughly heated and 
dried before being used when lenses were packed for long 
voyages, so as to prevent, if possible, the growth of fungus 
which seriously injured the surface of the glass. 
Captain Heath found that Clark, the contractor, had 
carried out the work of erecting the tower and out-
buUdings very satisfactorily, but he thought that the 
houses should have been lined, especiaUy on the side 
Looking up the ChaniieL Mr. A. L. Gaden fishing. 
opposed to the prevaiUng wet and south-easterly -winds,, 
and that the floors should have been of beech and not 
hard-wood, which always looks dirty and is liable to cause 
splimersv . , , 
Captain Heath took the opportunity afforded by his 
visit to make the necessary observations for laying down 
the general outUne of the Head • and the relative position 
of tbe, Ught from the outlying rocks. He ascertained that 
the iormation of the headland itself was very incorrectly-
laid down .upon the charts, and communicated./the 
information to the Hydrograjjher for insertion. upon the 
'co4fet charts,.,
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Frying Pan Creek was found to give a very convenient 
anchorage while communicating with the lighthouse. 
There was no bar at its entrance, but the water 
commenced to shoal graduaUy at about three-quarter 
mile from the mouth. The entrance was narrow and open 
to the N.W., giving only just sufficient room to work in 
in very fine weather. Capt, Heath thought that no 
dangerous sea could roll in as far as the anchorage, even with 
a north-wester. From every other wind there was perfect 
shelter. For steamers, especially, it afforded shelter 
during heavy south-easterly weather. 
The light was found to be most satisfactory from 
the offing; the flashes were intensely briUiant, being 
distinctly visible from the high land at Auckland Point 
at Gladstone, a distance of 30 miles. 
Thomas Rooksley Avas appointed Superintendent of 
Bustard Head light on 1st June, 1868, and remained there 
for over 20 years. 
After Capt. Heath had seen the lighthouse, a Notice 
to Mariners appeared in the Gazette—^that on and after 
29th June, 1868, a Dioptric light of the second order would 
be exhibited from the northern headland at Bustard Bay— 
a fixed light every alternate minute, the intervening 
minutes being occupied by a bright flash, preceded and 
followed by a short eclipse. The tower was painted white, 
and was 33 feet high and 320 feet above the level of the sea. 
I t was visible from the deck of a small vessel for 25 miles. 
The outer rocks lying off Bustard Head bore from the Ught-
house N. 50° E., distant about three miles. 
In 1867 Sailing Directions for Bustard Bay were issued. 
These are interesting, and may be quoted at length:— 
" Bustard Bay lies between Bustard and Round Hill 
Heads, but it is not of sufficient depth to afford shelter, 
except from winds off the land. 
"There is, however, shelter for small craft during south-
easterly winds between Round HiU Head and Eurimbula 
Creek in from two and a-haU to three fathoms at low water 
spring tides. 
"When Round Hill bears east by north, Bustard Head 
Ught N.W. i N., and Round'HiU S.S.E., a vessel wiU be 
in the best anchorage. Round Hill Creek is a shaUow 
inlet to the westward of Round Hill Head, full of sand 
banks and nearly dry at low water spring tide. 
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"The entrance to the Creek is about half-a-mile S.W. 
of Round Hill Head. The channel is about 150 feet wide, 
with two feet of water on the bar at low spring tide. The 
channel is constantly shifting. 
" Eraimbula Creek.—A saw mill is now estabUshed 
upon this creek, from which a considerable quantity of 
timber is shipped in small craft. 
" The entrance lies about four miles south-west of 
Round Hill Head. In approaching the Creek look out for 
two white leading beacons on the South Head. Stand in 
for the North Head until the leading beacons are as one." 
The machinery for the sawmill was shipped from 
Brisbane in 1870, in a small vessel of 80 tons—the Dawn— 
which went ashore at Double Island Point. Captain 
William Collin not only salved the machinery and took 
it to Eurimbula Creek, but he got the Dawji out of the 
sand, bought her, and sailed her up and down the coast 
for several years. 
When the railway from Bundaberg to Gladstone was 
before a select committee of the Legislative Council in 
1886, Mr. Albert Norton gave evidence. He stated that it 
had been suggested that the new Caledonia cable should 
be landed at Bustard Head. 
He also stated that coal was said to show on Bustard 
Head and on Bunker's Group, which was almost north-
east from Bustard Head. 
It had been represented to the Government that the 
dip of the coal on the mainland is downwards towards 
the sea, and the dip on Bunker's Group was towards the 
coast of the mainland. The theory which was suggested 
was that the basin lay between Bunker's Group and a 
strip of mainland along the coast immediately west of 
Bunker's Group. 
Mr. de Vis, the Curator of the Queensland Museum, 
had been instructed to go up the coast purposely to 
examine the places where the outcrop existed, and to-
obtain all information connected with the subject, and 
report to the Government on the probabilities of coal 
deposits existing.* 
A careful search has failed to discover any record to-
show that Mr. de Vis ever reported on Bustard Bay. He 
*Leg. Council Journals, Session 1886. Vol. IL, pp. 745-6. 
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was not a geologist. There docs not seem to have been 
any geological work at or near Bustard Bay. 
Bustard Bay was surveyed by Captain Bedwell, 
R.N.., in H.M.S. surveying schooner. Pearl, about 50 years 
ago. Mr. Hugh Macintosh, of the Queensland Survey, 
was engaged on the preparation of Captain Bedwell's 
charts. 
The pastoral holdings in the neighbourhood of Bustard 
Bay, in addition to those already mentioned, are Turkey, 
Eurimbula and Agnes Water. Turkey was held for many 
years by Jaines Worthington, after whom Worthington 
Creek is named. 
Before the Unveiling. 
Eurimbula, formerly the property of Walter Cogzell, 
now belongs to Mr. J. H. Kessel, formerly of Gladstone. 
Agnes Water, the homestead of which is on the coast 
about five miles south of Round Hill Head, was, I am told, 
occupied by D. Clowes, who resided there from February, 
1878, to the end of 1890. He and his wife are buried there. 
The next holder was a man named Robertson, whose 
child, in 1893, wandered into the bush, and was never 
seen again. 
D. Clowes, now of Rosedale, took charge of it, and a 
few years ago it was sold to the present holder, Mr. 
F . G. Collins. 
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Agnes Water is said to have been named after t he 
Agnes, a small schooner of 66 tons, trading between 
Brisbane and Mackay, under the command of Captain 
Garcia. On 22nd May, 1873, she left Brisbane with eight 
passengers and a general cargo. On the 7th of the next 
month she sailed for Brisbane on her return joiu-ney. Her 
passengers were Mrs. Philp, mother of Sir Robert Philp ; 
her grand-daughter, a child of two years of age ; Miss 
Ronald, daughter of Frederic J . C. A. Ronald, of Gibbs, 
Bright and Co., Brisbane ; Mr. D. Hume*, and a boy named 
Brown. The weather was very bad, and a week later she ran 
into Frying Pan Creek for shelter and to obtain baUast. She 
then put to sea, and was never heard of again. The Courier 
continued to give her name in the list of vessels to arrive 
imtil 9th August. After this she disappears. Meanwhile, 
much anxiety had been felt for her safety. This was 
allayed by the news of her having been at Bustard Head, 
which she left on ISth June , and the conjecture t ha t she 
might hav(^ entered Baffle Creek to obtain a cargo from 
the boiling-down establishment. There was no electric 
telegraph to Baffle Creek at tha t t ime. 
As no tidings came, a dej)utation waited on the Premier 
with a request to send the steamer Kate in search of the 
missing schooner. This was refused, but the coastal 
steamers were asked to keep a look out; The Courier, 
of 5th August, 1873, contains an indignant letter signed 
'• Publicola," at tacking the inaction of the Government 
' and others. 
Sir Robert Philp made several trips along the coast 
without finding anything tha t would throw light on t h e 
fate of the twelve persons who were , on board when t h e 
Agnes left Mackay. 
Various conjectures were put forward, but the , , 52 
years which have passed since she left Bustard Head 
have not solved the mystery, and no^w nothing can be 
known until the sea gives up the dead tha t are in it. 
,^ I t is stated t ha t there is an anchor with an old fashioned 
wooden stock lying on the coast some miles south of Round 
Jlill .Head. I t is possible t h a t this once belonged to a 
vessel called the Countess Russell, of Quebec, which was 
stranded and lost 15 miles south of Bustard Bay in August, 
1873i'- . , • 
*D. Hume, cooper, Eagle Street. He lived in Main Street, 
Kangaroo Point, near Bright Streeit." , 
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The captain and a boat's crew reached Keppel Bay 
and arrived at Rockhampton on 25th August. 
The stores of the wreck when sold by auction on 29th 
August, realised £800. 
An inquiry was held by the Queensland Marine Board 
on 15th September, 1873, when it was found that the 
vessel was lost through an error of judgment on the part of 
the Master, whose certificate was suspended for three 
months. The Board thought that immigrant ships and 
those that have to navigate narrow channels should be pro-
vided with a patent log.* 
At the conclusion of this address it was resolved on tho 
motion of Professor H. C. Richards, that the Royal Geo-
graphical Society of Australasia, Queensland Branch, should 
co-operate with the Historical Society of Queensland in a 
movement for the erection of a monument to Captain Cook 
at Bustard Bay to commemorate the first landing of the 
British on the Queensland coast. 
The council of the two societies subsequently met, 
and after consultation with Messrs. Frank Haly, P. L. 
Elliot and A. L. Gaden, through the Bundaberg Branch of 
the Royal Geographical Society and Mr. L. H. Maynard, it 
was decided to erect a cairn about eight feet high on a rise 
about 100 yards directly inland from Captain Cook's land-
ing place and to fix to the cairn a bronze tablet with an 
inscription commemorating the landing. The cairn would 
be visible to ships passing close inshore and would serve as 
a lead to boats crossing the bar of Round HiU Creek. 
A public appeal for funds for the erection of the memorial 
was issued on 1st September, 1925, over the signature of 
Sir Matthew Nathan, Patron of the Historical Society of 
Queensland, and President of the Queensland Branch of 
the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia. 
The response to this appeal was prompt and generous, 
and the committee were able to authorise the letting of a 
contract in October, 1925, for the erection of the cairn. 
Mr. P. L. Elliot kindly undertook the supervision, but the 
work was delayed for some five months, owing to the 
drought. 
Arrangements were made with the Naval Authorities 
for the unveiling of the memorial by Commodore George 
* Nautical Magazine, 1874. p. 80. 
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After the Unveiling. 
Departure of H.M.A.S. Sydney 
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F . Hyde, R.A.N., commanding His Majesty's Australian 
Fleet. Commodore Hyde in H.M.A.S. Sydney, anchored 
in Bustard Bay off the mouth of Round Hill Creek, on Fri-
day, l l t h June, 1926, and was met by Messrs. Elliot, 
Gaden, Haly, R. G. Barton, Hugh Macintosh, and the 
President, who dined tha t night on board the flagship. 
Next morning. Commodore Hyde left the ship with 
two boats and landed close to the spot where Captain Cook 
had landed. 
Commodore Hyde and his officers were entertained at 
the hut, and then proceeded to the monument , 
'• The President said t ha t they were assembled on tha t 
historic spot to do reverence to the memory of one of the 
greatest men who had sailed beneath the White Ensign, 
which •was now flying once more over Bustard Bay. The 
story of James Cook was well known. He had risen irom 
a subordinate position in the Navy to be the greatest 
navigator the world had known. I n the middle of the 
year 1770, he had discovered the eastern coast 
of Australia. He had anchored in Botany Bay and 
his second anchorage was in Hervey's Bay, off the north of 
the Burnet t . Ho had sailed along a coast familiar to 
most of those present and on the very spot where they were 
now standing he had landed at nine o'clock in the morning 
of 24th May, 1770. A day thus of threefold interest, as it 
was also the bir thday of t ha t great and much loved 
Queen after whom our State was named, and it -was 
Empire Day. He and his second lieutenant. Gore, and 
Mr. Banks (afterwards Sir Joseph Banks, Bart .) , President 
of the Royal Society, were the first men of British race to 
land on the shores of Queensland. • 
Recently a proposal had been made for the marking 
of the spot by an adequate memorial. Tha t proposal had 
come from Mr. Haly, of Bundaberg, Mr. Elliott of Taronne, 
Mr. Gaden of Molangul and Mr. Bar ton of Toweran. 
I t had been approved by Sir Matthew Nathan and taken 
up by the Royal Geographical and the Historical Societies. 
I t had met with a wide response throughout Queensland 
a n d the sum required for the memorial had been raised in 
a month. The erection of the cairn had been entrusted to 
Mr. J . Cross, and they could rest assured t ha t the cairn 
would stand in memory of a great and good man for many 
a hundjed years. Their children and their children's chil-
dren woidd visit the spot and do honour to his memory. 
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I t now remained to unveil the monument and it 
-was a matter of intense gratification that the naval authori-
ties had sent such a famous ship as the Sydney to Bustard 
Bay and that Commodore Hyde, the senior officer of the 
Royal Australian Na-vy, had consented to perform the 
ceremony of unveiUng . He had much pleasure in request-
ing Commodore Hyde to unveil the memorial. 
Commodore Hyde said that he desired to express 
his deep appreciation of the honour done to the service in 
asking him to unveU the rhemorial to the first landing of a 
wonderful explorer and great seaman. He felt honoured 
in having such an important duty entrusted to him. 
4iSmin>m-i 
•Obelisk marking the position of Captain Cook's landing on Possession 
Island, August 22nd, 1770; erected 1925. 
The hill in the background lies N.N.E. from obelisk and front of latter 
faces about West. 
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The Commodore than drew the lines which secured the 
Union Jack covering the cairn. As the flag feU away and 
the cairn and tablet were disclosed, hearty cheers were given. 
The cairn or obelisk is made of concrete having a 
base six feet square. I t is four sided and is eight feet 
six inches in height. On the seaward side is a bronze tablet 
bearing the following inscription :— 
" Under the lee of this point Lieutenant James Cook 
landed on 24th May, 1770." 
At the conclusion of the unveiUng, Commodore Hyde 
left the shore with his officers and men. On reaching, the 
ship she was got under way and left to join the rest of the 
squadron which had previously left Hervey's Bay for 
Sydney. 
Among those present were :—Commodore Hyde, 
R.A.N., Captain Boyes, R.N., Flag Lieut. New^ton, officers 
and men of H.M.A.S. Sydney, the Mayor of Bundaberg 
(Alderman Gavegan), Professor Cumbrae-Stewart, D.C.L. 
(President Historical Society of Queensland), Mr. Hugh 
Macintosh (Librarian) and Mr. L. H. Maynard (Chairman 
Bundaberg Branch Royal Geographical Society), Mr. and 
Mrs. P. L. Elliot, Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Barton, Mr. and Mrs. 
Haly, Messrs. A. L. Gaden, S. H. Barton, Henry Young 
(Fairymead), R. M. Barton, D. Bloomfield, Gerald and 
PhU Elliot; Mrs. Sims, Mrs. Western Walsh; Misses 
EUiot, Phyllis Barton and Minda Haly; Cr. Frank CoUins 
(Agnes Water) and party from Rosedale, Mr. E. G. 
Sankowsky, and party from Rosedale, Mr. J. Cross and Sonsj 
(Murray Creek). Mr. J. S. Crow and party from Gladstone, 
Messrs. Duncan Crow, Alex. Smith, A. E. Loton, W. J; 
Thompson, C. Weitemeyer, Ole Nielsen, W. H. Anderson. 
A. E. Croft and R. E. Schleusener. Mr. E. B. C. Corser, 
M.H.R., Maryborough, was unavoidably prevented from being 
present. —F.W.S.C.S. 
